ESA Colorado State Council
Akron, Colorado
Fall Meeting Minutes September 26, 2026


Meeting was called to order by President Nancy Cameon at ________, with 41 in attendance.
Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.  Opening Ritual was led by Chris Dostal.

Chaplain:  Margaret Ames welcomed members and offered an opening prayer.

IC Convention Report: Susan Bloss
The IC Convention took place in Norfolk, Virginia. Susan, Nancy, Leslie, Dana, Alice, Sandy, and David attended.
Convention format and awards
· The convention presented recognitions instead of first, second, or third place awards.
· International Council has adopted a four-day convention format.
Colorado recognitions
· Legacy of Love: Delta Chi received recognition.
· My Birthday to Yours: Adi Mazza was recognized as one of the top three overall fundraisers for this St. Jude fundraiser.
· Hope for Heroes: Phyllis Minch of Gamma Chi received an award for her dedication to the program.

RMRC: Vickie Chavers-Bruso, President
2026 Roundup
· The event was held August 29, 2026, at the Whitting NRA Center in New Mexico. Attendance was 30: Colorado, 8; Utah, 8; New Mexico, 7; Wyoming, 3; and guests, 4.
· A profit of $900 was reported for the 2026 Roundup.
Officers installed
· President: Carol Priest. Theme: “Open Your Hearts with ESA.”
· Vice President/Secretary/Parliamentarian: Leslie Stevens.
· Treasurer: Cleoria Glenn.
2027 Roundup
Utah will host the 2027 Roundup August 13–15 in Spring City, Utah. Registration is posted on the Colorado State website.

 	President Elect/Membership Chair: Emily Westphal
Membership summary
Membership began the year at 246 and ended at 243.
Membership changes
· 12 demits.
· 7 new members.
· 2 transfers in.
· 3 transfers out.
· 5 reinstatements.
Recruitment goals and chapter update
· Every member is encouraged to invite someone they know to join.
· Members are encouraged to bring family members into ESA through the Legacy program.
· Sigma Rho already has 4 new members and is developing fundraising ideas to raise awareness of ESA.

Recording Secretary: Chris Dostal
Meeting recordings
Chris Dostal is evaluating a new app for recording meetings. Candie will also provide the Zoom recording.
Approval of State Convention minutes
Alice Robinson moved to accept the State Convention minutes as posted on the CSC website. The motion carried.

Communications Coordinator: Ginger Dodge 
State Yearbook
The State Yearbook has been completed and distributed to the appropriate members.
Members can also download a copy from the CSC website.

Past President/Awards Chair: Dana Bell presented the report for Lori Anderson-Havelick
Awards submission deadline
Awards submissions are due April 1.
Awards eligibility
To participate in awards, chapters and members must be in good standing with CSC.
Bids are needed for the 2028 State convention.

Treasurer:  Deanna Sloat 
Chapter dues
Chapter dues are due December 1, 2026.
Beginning balance: $9,093.29.
Expenses
· Sigma Rho — Convention: $250.
· Susan Bloss — Flowers: $53.47.
· Candie Patino — Website: $199.99.
· Awards: $43.48.
Reported total expenses: $546.94.
Income
· Pin fines: $15.
· Dues: $853.
· Unknown source: $108.25.
Reported balance: $9,524.83.
Budget outlook
The projected budget deficit is $256.00.
· A committee was formed to recommend ways to balance the budget and will report at the Spring meeting. Committee members are:
· Nancy Cameron, Emily Westphal, Candie Patino, Pam McGee, Bonnie Gillmore, Karen Addison

Budget approval
Vickie Chavers-Bruso moved to accept the proposed budget. Chloe McClantoc seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Easterseals Chair: Linda Noell  
No report was presented.
Basket drawing
The Easterseals basket drawing will take place at State Convention.

Hope for Heroes Chair: Susan Bloss 
This year’s project is the Honor Bells of Colorado. Information and update given.

Chaplain:  Margaret Ames: 
In memoriam
The following members passed away this year:
· Cleo Cinea — May 3, 2026.
· Mary Ann Kundert-Saffer — May 14, 2026.
· Betty Jane Foster — June 27, 2026.

Golden Lamp Editor:  Karen Addison
Submission deadline
Submissions are due October 1.
State project and fundraiser
President Nancy’s state project is St. Jude. An online fundraising event, “Birdie’s Bazaar,” has been established.

Educational Chair:  Kevin Richards – no report

2027 CSC Convention Report:  Susan Bloss presented the report on behalf of Kevin Richards.
Dates and venue
The 2027 State Convention will be held May 14–15 at the Holiday Inn and Suites Grand Junction Airport.
Hotel rates and amenities
· Rooms: $129 for a room with either two queen beds or one king bed.
· Breakfast buffet: $10.00.
Train
· Leaves Denver at 8:30am, arrives Grand Junction at 4:30pm.  More information on AMTRAK. 

ESA Foundation Chair:  Mary Humphrey presented the report on behalf of Sandy Alexander, participating by Zoom.
Membership
· Annual dues: $40, due by December 31.
· Life Active Membership: $500 to support the Career Enhancement Grant.
Scholarships
· The annual application period runs from September 1st through February 1st, closing at 1:00 p.m. MST.
· This year, 291 scholarships will be available, with more than $405,000 to be awarded.
Turnaround Fund
The updated Turnaround Fund process allows charitable donations to be returned more quickly and efficiently.

Philanthropic Chair:  Mary Humphrey
IC resources
Information presented at IC is available on the ESAMC website under the Services tab. Resources include:
· Past Service Reports for all states.
· Hope for Heroes, Easter Seals, and St. Jude information.
· The IC PowerPoint presentation.
St. Jude contributions and reporting follow-up
· As of June 1, 2026, $1,648,197 had been donated toward ESA’s four-year, $5 million commitment to St. Jude. This figure excludes $3,373,100 from Dream Homes.
· Mary will coordinate with ESAMC to resolve reporting for Dream Homes and Adi’s contributions.
· Chapters are urged to enter monthly reports in the service reporting system.
· Jennifer will contact Colorado ESA for St. Jude at ESAMC to determine where Adi’s contributions are being recorded.
Reporting-system updates
· Mary explained how and where to report project and activity items in the new system. The program will remain in place for the next three conventions, after which ESAMC will send a member-wide survey to gather feedback.

	Denver Dream Home: Mary Humphrey
Home and ticket details
· The home is in Sky Ranch. Oakwood Homes is a “Zero Hero,” meaning no construction costs are passed on to St. Jude.
· Tickets available for sale: 21,500.
· Ticket sales began September 10.
· The drawing is scheduled for December 10.
· No open houses will be held.
Winner notifications and taxes
Beginning this year with the Colorado Springs Dream Home, ALSAC sends winner notification letters, collects taxes, and submits them to the Colorado Department of Revenue and the IRS.
Document approval
Nancy Cameron has transferred to Susan Bloss the responsibility for collaborating with the Secretary of State to obtain document approval before both campaigns.

Colorado Springs Dream Home: Margaret Ames reported for Alice Robinson: 
Campaign results
The home was in Banning Lewis Ranch. Ticket sales fell 331 short of the 13,000-ticket goal, but the campaign still raised $1,250,000 for St. Jude.
Next Dream Home campaign
· The address of the next Dream Home has not yet been announced. Empire Homes is a “Zero Hero” builder.
· Ticket sales begin March 8.
· The giveaway is scheduled for June 23.
Volunteer opportunity
A sign-up sheet is available for volunteers to help tear tickets in the office on Mondays only.

ESA for St. Jude Chair:  Jenniffer Carlson-Mazza and Adi 
Upcoming events
· A weekend event is planned for March 2027 at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee. Attendance is open to anyone. Further details will be provided.
· The Grateful Hearts Gathering for St. Jude will be held February 11–13 in Memphis.
Reported fundraising results
· Cornhole tournament: $10,000.
· St. Jude walk: approximately $31,000.
· Cumulative annual fundraising: $100,000, as reported at one point during the year.
It remains to be verified where these totals are recorded in ESAMC/ALSAC reporting.
Ongoing fundraising and resources
The My Birthday to Yours campaign continues. The ESAMC website offers ideas for fundraisers.

Bertie’s Bazaar payment instructions
Payment instructions for Bertie’s Bazaar were reviewed. When purchasing an item:
· Make the check payable to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
· Write “My Birthday to Yours” in the memo line.

Web Master Chair: Candie Patino 
Website anniversary and updates
· Candie and Bonnie celebrated their 25th anniversary with the Colorado website, which went live in 2001 during Bobbi Hawkinson’s year. New website features were introduced and explained.
· The new yearbook was praised. Members seeking additional information can visit the Colorado ESA website at www.esacolorado.org. For any file requiring a password, use 19co29ESA.
Zoom participation fees
Following extensive discussion of Zoom usage, Vickie Chavers-Bruso, Epsilon Epsilon #1896, moved that:
· No personal fees are required when CSC meetings must be held by Zoom.
· A member who chooses to participate by Zoom rather than attend in person will be assessed a $25.00 fee.
Chloe McClantoc, Chi Kappa #5129, seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Lamplighters: Pam McGee presented the report for Sandy Alexander participating by Zoom.
Meeting and officers
The Lamplighters met via Zoom on September 23, with 14 members attending. Officers for the next two years are:
· President: Sandy Alexander.
· Vice President: Pam McGee.
· Secretary: Leslie Stevens.
· Treasurer: Mary Humphrey.
Meeting business
· Reviewed two proposed bylaw changes.
· Confirmed that an additional standing rule had been updated.
· Held a productive discussion about the Lamplighters’ responsibilities as state advisors.
Advisory and member support
· Members of the Colorado State Executive Board and appointed board are encouraged to contact their Lamplighter advisor with questions and concerns. The Lamplighters are willing and eager to be of service.
· The Lamplighters send thank-you and get-well cards to members who are unable to attend.

Announcements:
Spring Fling planning
· The Spring Fling special committee includes Bonnie Gillmore, Candie Patino, Pam McGee, and Gamma Chi. The event is planned for Loveland.
Meeting photography
· Kathy Kinchen of Sigma Rho served as the photographer for the meeting.
ESA website access
· Changes to the ESAMC website give all members access to information that was not previously available to them, including minutes from state councils and chapters.
Cherry Blossom Tea
· Pi Sigma and Chi Kappa will host their fourth annual tea, a “Cherry Blossom Tea,” on February 6th at High Country Beverage in Johnstown. A flyer will be posted in the Golden Lamp and on the website.
Recruitment
· Emily is recruiting for the 2027–2028 year.

Basket winners:
· Alice Robinson won the Hope for Heroes basket.
· Emily Westphal won the St. Jude basket.

Closing Ritual was recited by all:
IC closing ritual update
It was noted that the International Council no longer conducts the closing ritual. The reasons given were:
· Difficulty coordinating a large group to recite the ritual together.
· Concerns that the ritual offended some participants of different religious backgrounds.

Meeting adjourned at ____________.
Respectfully submitted,
Chris Dostal, Recording Secretary
