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Our 2013-2014 International Council President Vicky Jones chose literacy as her presidential focus this past year. ESA for Literacy combines a number of different projects to help members develop hands-on programs in their communities to create enthusiasm for reading or to simply instill the love of a good book into the lives of children and adults everywhere. The ability to read is a skill that many people take for granted, but the reality is that 25,000 Americans lack even the most basic reading abilities.

Members of ESA understand the importance of the ability to read and sharing the gift of reading. There are many projects you can become involved with, whether you are working alone, with a group, or with your entire community. It does not take long to share the gift of reading, but it is a gift that will last a lifetime.
At this year’s Leadership Conference the IC Executive Board shared some of their ideas on ways we can help stamp out literacy.  Here are some of their ideas:

Adopt a Class by Sue Williams, Corresponding Secretary

Purpose: To spark an interest in reading among the members of a single grade school class.

Materials: Use resources such as Scholastic Books, they are very inexpensive, to supply students with books.

Activity: Contact local elementary schools and find a class that the teacher will let me adopt for a year (target schools in poorer areas where children might not have books at home).
· I will contact others and give them to opportunity to donate money to ensure that each child in the class will be able to receive a book once a month.

· I will attend the class and read to them.  Then I’ll distribute a book to each child once a month.
· I will repeat the process the next year to expand the project.
· Additionally, I will organize people in my chapter to go to nursing homes and read to a few people on a regular basis.
Book Buddies by Vicky Jones, IC President

Purpose: To provide children a stuffed animal to read to and providing them with their own book.


Materials: Stuffed Animals, children books, cards (either handmade, computer generated), message from stuffed animal, ribbon, & hole punch.

Activity: This is a great activity to do at a chapter meeting or state council meeting.

· Decide on where you will take your “Book Buddies” (i.e. orphanage, hospital, domestic violence home, & etc.).  

· Either get stuffed animals & books donated or have each person attending bring one.

· Have people in attendance create the card to go with their “Book Buddies”.  Have copies of the message from the “Book Buddy” already printed out and just glue to the inside of the card.

· Punch a hole in the card and tie a ribbon through the card and attach to the stuffed animal.

· Choose the book to go with your stuffed animal.

· The best part is the delivery!  As a group take to the venue that you have decided and just watch as each child’s face light up!
Books ‘R Fun by Suzy Winters, Junior past IC President

Purpose: Motivate our members to share books with the living facilities and the hospital at St. Jude. 

Materials: The company “Books ‘R Fun” sells new children’s books at deep discounts—mainly to schools.  They have displays materials, etc. to illustrate the possibilities to our members.

Activity: Partner with “Books ‘R Fun” to bring their display of children’s books to a board meeting. (Consult with St. Jude and have a contact with ALSAC on where to send books)

· Members will be able to buy books.
· We will put a “Donated by” nameplate inside each book so that the donor’s name and ESA will be inside the front cover of each book.

· Gather and send the books to ALSAC.
· Take photos and make a visual report that can be shared with chapters and other ESA groups that might be interested in the project.
Green Eggs and Ham Party by Sherry Day, Recording Secretary

Purpose:  This is a birthday party to celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss which is March 2.  However, the party can be done anytime and it is to provide new books for needy children.


Materials: Decorations for a birthday party and guests can be asked to come as a Dr. Seuss character if you wish. 
This can be a pot luck dinner or one that is provided but green eggs and ham should be on the menu and of course, birthday cake.


Activity: This is a party that can be held for any age group.  It could also be done by inviting the whole family.  Everyone should plan to bring a birthday present.  The gifts should be Dr. Seuss books or other children’s books.

· Decide on the group that will receive the books.  (Hospitals, homeless shelters, crisis 
 centers, etc.)

· Standard birthday party games can be played before or after dinner or show a Dr. 
 Seuss movie.  The party program will probably depend on the group that you have 
  invited.  If you invite the whole family, the children might enjoy the movie and the 
 adults a regular party.

· Have a presentation of the gifts for the children and make sure everyone knows how     they will be used.

· Sing Happy Birthday to Dr. Seuss and enjoy cake.

· It should be a fun evening!
Grocery Store Library by Rickie Brown, Second Vice President
Purpose: To give children the opportunity to pick out books while grocery shopping with Mom.
Materials:  Children’s books (new or gently read provided by Chapter), Table(s) for displaying books, sign for ESA & ESA information, and list of dates the Grocery Store Library will be open.
Activity:

· Great way to allow children to pick out books to take home, read and bring back and exchange for new ones.

· Way to share ESA with the community.

· Contact local grocery and explain ESA to them. Tell them about our Literacy Program and ask permission to set up a table outside with books. Provide the store with a list of the days you would like to be there. Ask permission to put up a sign advertising the Grocery Store Library.
· Set up table with the books. Place ESA information strategically so adult will see it and/or put the information in one of the books that the child takes.
· Explain to the child that they are allowed to take a book(s) home with them to read. They are to bring them back in exchange for new ones. This allows other children to read them. Limit each child up to 3 books each time (depending on the quantity available).

· Give those who stop at the table the list of dates the Grocery Store Library will be open. You might start out one day every month and then increase the days if the need arises.
Lifetime Learning in Your Neighborhood by Rose Pasillas, Senior Past President
Purpose: To provide information on and/or visit to local library.

Materials: List of locations of local libraries, web addresses, applications for library cards

Activity: Take a tour of the local library or do a power point educational at a chapter meeting or state council meeting.
· All Services Free of Charge

· Adult Services

· Federal Income Tax Help

· Fax Service

· Computer training

· Internet Access

· Children Services

· Story times for toddlers through young adults

· Reading lists for children

· Text Books

· Volunteer opportunities

· Circulation:

· Books

· DVDs

· Books on Tape

· ESL Classes

· Beginners

· Advanced

· Genealogy
· Databases

· Local history

· References to other genealogy resources

· Newsletter – upcoming events

· Take the tour!
Stork Story Time Shower by Deb Hughes, Workshop Coordinator
Purpose: To establish a library for infants.  Small books are perfect for baby’s hands.  The thick cardboard pages of a board book are specifically designed to withstand baby hands and mouths.  Reading to infants has proven to be an important aspect of increasing the probability of healthy child development.

Materials: New books specifically for infants and younger children.  Additional age appropriate books for their siblings make a good pairing.

Activity: This Shower Project has at least two possible ways for use.  This Shower Project can be utilized for agencies such as one providing services for infants through children age 6, or a teen-parent program, or a domestic violence shelter, etc.  The Shower can be planned for a chapter, district or state meeting.  

· This Shower Project can be adapted for a chapter or family member with new infant or young child.

· Be sure to provide goodies such as cupcakes and beverages.

· Make the Shower invitation to look like a library check-out card or an open book.  Be sure to include this note: “Please bring a new copy of your favorite children’s book to add to the baby library.”  The “book due date” is the date of your event.  Hint: If this shower is for a chapter or family member, list the librarian as the name of the new parents.

· Of course, include the ESA literacy label on the inside front cover of each book.

· Shower Parties always include activities and here are a few:

· Attendees will create individual large alphabet letters which are fun for small children learning the alphabet.

· Supplies required are heavy card stock or even plastic canvas, scrap fabric or scrapbook paper, bottles of white glue suitable for use with children.  

· Cut out large block capital letters using the card stock or plastic canvas.  Letters should be at least 4-6 inches in height, easy for small hands to handle.

· Cover each letter with the scrap fabric or scrapbook paper.  Using self-adhesive paper is a quick and easy method.

· Place in a large plastic bucket or tub for ease of transport and tidiness. 

· Attendees will create an ABC Alphabet Book.  

· Supplies required are nice plain or colored card stock paper, a few packages of crayons or colored pencils, a photo album that can fit the size of the card stock, plastic sleeves might be helpful to keep the pages clean and neat.  

· To quicken the process, print ahead a large capital letter of the alphabet on each page.  Be sure to offset the left side to accommodate the binding of the photo album.

· To quicken the process, print ahead a simple item on the page with the letter, although it is fun to draw the item. Examples: A = apple, H = house, P = pineapple, T = train

· Each person will select a letter of the alphabet and draw or color the item to coordinate with the letter for the book.

· Insert each page in a plastic sleeve.  Place the pages of the letters in alphabetical order in the photo album. 

· Be sure to add the ESA literacy book label on the inside front cover.
Take Home Themed Literacy Kit by Sandy Alexander, Treasurer

Purpose: Most kids living in poverty have no books at home.  This is to provide a child with their very own book and learning activities.

Materials: One gallon plastic zip lock bag, or how about embellishing a small canvas bag for example.  Parent information sheet about how to read to your child (see below)
Insert an imagination activity to encourage play such as writing, drawing, coloring and play acting.

Activity:
· Gather the books

· Assemble the bags with age appropriate materials

· Decide where to deliver your Literacy Kits

· Have a party to embellish bags.
TIPS FOR READING WITH CHILDREN

1.  READ WITH YOUR CHILD EVERY DAY


*Read with your child for at least 20 minutes every day.


*Give children your full attention when you are reading together. 

2.  READ FOR ENJOYMENT


*Let children choose the books they are interested in.


*Let children touch the books, turn the pages and discover the pictures.


*Let children read to you or read aloud to the children.

3.  STOP READING WHEN THE CHILD LOSES INTEREST


*Short sessions are effective.  You should not make your child read books they dislike.


*Re-read the child’s favorites.  Your children often want the same story read over again.

4.  BE EXPRESSIVE

*Enthusiasm is important.  Give different voices to different characters.


*Use drama and excitement to make the story come alive.

5.  GET TO KNOW THE BOOK

*Give children time to comment on what they see and hear.  Ask about numbers and shapes.


*Relate the story to your children’s experiences.  Share Opinions.

6.  VISIT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY

*Go often.  Borrow and read many different kinds of children’s books to discover and increase your child’s interest.  Also, don’t forget that your library’s computer provides the perfect opportunity to introduce your children to the Internet.  Go online with them and show them how to do research for school projects and papers.


*Borrow a good selection of beautiful, expensive books.  Children deserve the best!

7.  BE A ROLE MODEL


*Children learn from example.  If they see parents reading they will also want to read.


*Use drama and excitement to make the story come alive.
Warm Starts by Kim Kummer, Parliamentarian

Purpose: To provide low income families with a warm blanket for their infant as well as a book to read to their child as they grow and develop.

Materials: Infant/board books, infant blankets or flannel fabric (to stitch your own), thread, sewing machines, iron, safety pins, emergency info card, message card to accompany blanket & book, ribbon , scissors, and hole punch. 

Activity: This activity is a great hands-on project that incorporates the Warm Welcome blanket project with the literacy campaign.  It can be done as a chapter project, at a state meeting or as an outreach inviting sewing groups (4-H or Adult Quilt Groups) to assist with the blankets.

· Decide on where to take your Warm Starts (i.e. hospital to be given to new parents or the Health Department to be given at appointments or during home visits).

· Purchase or have donated infant / board books, fabric or infant blankets.  Ask a local sewing club to participate and have them make and donate blankets.

· If stitching blankets, iron hems and then decorative or zigzag stitch hem.

· Preprint emergency info card on card stock and hole punch.  These can be found on the ESA website under Warm Welcome. 

· Preprint a message to accompany the blanket and book encouraging parents to read daily to their infant and hole punch message card. 

· Fold blanket and book together and attach emergency info card and message card with ribbon or safety pin.
You’re Not Alone by Vickie Farris, First Vice President
Purpose: Bring friendship and championship to the elderly or homebound.

Materials: Large print books or books on tape (audio). CD Player/headsets if you can find. (Every one usually has several pairs around that they are not using). Handouts with a schedule for each chapter member with a place for name/facility/room #.
Activity:  Seek out members of your community that would love to still read but aren’t able to because of blindness or just can’t afford books.

· Plan one time a week or month that someone from your chapter can visit and read at Assisted Living or care facilities.

· Give them a note you make with your name, ESA’s name with a treat saying ESA Love’s Literacy and to be of service.

· Go as a group take in music and play or sing  songs they like

· Bundle cards you don’t need and help them write notes and letters to family and friends provide stamps and then mail for them.

· Wear your ESA clothing that identifies you as a volunteer

· Make a card you give leave with them saying you enjoyed your time with them and will be back.
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