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What a surprise to wake up this morning to find 6” of “the dusting” of snow 
predicted for Denver!  I’m glad I don’t have to go anywhere. 

It won’t be long until Spring Board on March 14th. Deadline to register is March 
1st.  More information is in this issue. Don’t forget that Daylight Savings takes 
effect on Sunday, March 8th!

We will be collecting items for the USO at DIA.  See the list of items under the 
Philanthropic Report in this issue.

 I know you are all busy this time of year planning your year end fundraising and 
distributing all the money earned.  BUT I do need some help.  As many of you 
know, I am the Chairman for the Saturday night banquet at the 2016 I.C. 
Convention.  Anyone that would like to help please let me know. I can use all the 
help I can get!  I would like to call on all your talent in designing centerpieces for 
that night.

Ricki Brown’s colors are Black and Red and her flower is the Carnation.  Sherry 
Day’s colors are Blue and Silver with a Star.  These need to be incorporated in 
the decorations.  We have a budget of $3.00 per table with aprox. 60 
centerpieces.

Please bring your ideas and if possible a mock-up of the decoration to the 
meeting after the Board Meeting.  I’m looking forward to all of the great ideas. 
As Mary noted in the last Golden Lamp , the hotel will furnish fresh flowers in 
glass vases at no charge. The table cloths are black or white with white, black, 
green, or gold napkins.

If we all did the things we are capable of doing, we would literally astound 
ourselves. 
Thomas Edison 



Proposed By-Law and Standing Rule Changes for 2014-2015
Colorado State Council
Epsilon Sigma Alpha

Article V. Section 3. Nominations and Elections of Officers

Presently Reads:  No member shall be nominated from the floor unless she meets all 
qualification requirements, is present at the State convention and is sponsored by her 
chapter.

Proposed to read: No member shall be nominated from the floor unless she meets all 
qualification requirements, is present at the State convention and is sponsored by her chapter. 
If nominations are to be made from the floor the President-Elect must be notified in 
advance of State Convention.  All members nominated from the floor will be recognized
at the Friday Night Mixer along with all other candidates. 

Reason for change: At the present time if a member is nominated from the floor she is not 
presented to the membership until the General Assembly where the vote is taken. This does not 
prepare the membership to make an informed choice. Even though the nomination comes from 
the floor, the President-Elect must be informed in advance. In past years it was required
that the notification be made by May 1st.

DUTIES OF OFFICERS (ELECTED AND APPOINTED)

Article VII. Section 5. President Elect 

Presently Reads:
The President-Elect shall act as an assistant to the President. In the absence of the President, 
she shall act as the presiding officer. She shall serve on the Membership Team. She shall be
Chairman of the Nominating Committee, and shall verify with the Web Team that the 
appropriate nomination forms must be on the ESA Colorado website. Completed nomination
forms must be postmarked no later than February 15 and returned to the President-Elect in
order for the nominees’ names to appear on the ballot. At the Second General Assembly she
shall report the official results of the Elections of Officers.

Proposed to Read: The President-Elect shall act as an assistant to the President. In the 
absence of the President, she shall act as the presiding officer. She shall serve on the 
Membership Team. She shall be Chairman of the Nominating Committee, and shall verify with 
the Web Team that the appropriate nomination form is posted on the ESA Colorado website. 
Completed nomination forms must be postmarked no later than February 15 and returned to the 
President-Electin order for the nominees’ names to appear on the ballot. At the Second General 
Assembly, she shall report the official results of the Elections of Officers.

Reason for Change: The portion of the last sentence “the results of the tally of votes shall be 
available to members who may seek the count”, belongs under Article XII, Voting.
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 Article VII. Section 8.8.1 Corresponding Secretary

Presently Reads:
B.   To assist the State President in compiling the State Yearbook. The Yearbook will be 
distributed at the Fall General Board Meeting as follows:  All Elected and Appointed Officers, 
Council Presidents, Chapter Representative,  and International Headquarters shall receive a 
complimentary copy.

Proposed to Read:
B.    To assist the State President in compiling the State Yearbook. The Yearbook will be 
distributed as follows: All Elected and Appointed Officers, Council Presidents, Chapter 
Representative, shall receive a complimentary copy.

Reason for Change: Housekeeping. A copy of the Yearbook is not sent to International 
Headquarters.

Article VII. Section 9. Treasurer’s Duties

Proposed Change:  Insert new E to follow other dues the Council is responsible for; 
renumber the section.

Proposed to Read: Colorado State Council became a LifeActive Member of Foundation in 
2013; annual dues are no longer required.

Reason for Change: There is no record to reflect the Colorado State Council is a member of 
Foundation.

Section 9.F

Presently Reads:
To present Treasurer’s books of the State Council for audit to a committee, appointed
by the retiring President, within forty-five (45) days after the close of the Treasurer’s office
to the new Treasurer by August 1.

Proposed to Read:
To present Treasurer’s books of the State Council for audit to a committee, appointed
by the retiring President, within forty-five (45) days after the close of the Colorado State
Convention.

Reason for Change: Housekeeping. Paragraph G addresses the date the Treasurer’s books 
are transferred to the new Treasurer.
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Section 9. Insert new G

Proposed to Read: Prepare the ESA Tax Facts form after the audit to include all entities 
that use the State Employer Identification Number; i.e., Dream Homes and the Leadership 
and Educational Fund. Submit report to ESA Headquarters by September15.

Reason for Change: To specify the entities included in the report and when the Tax Facts 
form is prepared.

Section 11 Junior Past President

Presently Reads:
The Junior Past President shall be assigned the duties of Disaster Fund Chairman and 
Chairman of the Presidents’/Delegates Workshop.

Proposed to Read:
The Junior Past President shall be assigned the duties of Disaster Fund Chairman and 
Chairman of the Leadership Workshop.

Reason for Change: Leadership Workshop more accurately describes the Workshop.

Section 12 Senior Past President

Presently Reads:
The Senior Past President shall be assigned the duties of the Awards Chairman which shall
include: To select judges to be used for Colorado’s Outstanding Woman, Outstanding 
Chapter, Pioneer Woman, Outstanding Pledge. She shall obtain their consent early in the 
year and keep them informed as to any rule changes that may develop.
Outstanding Woman and Pioneer Woman judges will consist of two (2) from
outside Colorado and one (1) in the area of the Awards Chairman.
Lamplighters will judge Outstanding Pledge nominations, nominations for the
Distinguished Athenian Award and Outstanding Chapter nominations.
Outstanding Chapter will be judged by three (3) CSC Past Presidents.

Proposed to Read:
To select judges to be used for Colorado’s Outstanding Woman, Pioneer Woman,
Outstanding Chapter, Outstanding Pledge and Distinguished Athenian. She shall
obtain their consent early in the year and keep them informed as to any rule 
changes that may develop.
Outstanding Woman and Pioneer Woman judges will consist of two (2)
outside Colorado and one (1) in the area of the Awards Chairman.
Outstanding Chapter, Outstanding Pledge and Distinquished Athenian nominations will be 
judged by three (3) CSC Past Presidents.

Reason for Change:  Housekeeping.
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Section 12 B

Presently Reads:
Saturday evening presentation: Outstanding Chapter, service pins 15 years and over, 
5th Degree Pallas Athene and over, Corinthian Award for chapters, 50 years and over for
Chapters and Councils, and Woman of the Year.

Proposed to Read:
Saturday evening presentations: Outstanding chapter, service pins 15 years and over, 5th
Degree Pallas Athene and over, 50 years and over for Chapters and Councils, and Woman 
of the Year.

Reason for Change:  Headquarters has done away with the Corinthian award for Chapters.

Section 22. Golden Lamp Editor

Presently Reads:
The Golden Lamp Editor’s duties shall be:
B. The Golden Lamp will be distributed via email notification and available on the Colorado     
website. A paper copy will be sent to any active Chapter President and Council President, who 
have paid their state dues, any member who has paid the current subscription fee and 
submitted a subscription form, complimentary copies will be mailed to the Colorado State 
President, the IC President and the IC News Bulletin Chairman and if desired submitted for the 
IC News Bulletin Award via appropriate guidelines.

Proposed to Read:
The Golden Lamp Editor’s duties shall be:
B.The Golden Lamp will be distributed via email notification and available on the
Colorado website. A paper copy shall be sent to any active Chapter President and
Council President, who have paid their dues, and do not have internet access.

Reason for Change: The Golden Lamp is available on the Colorado website; utilizing the 
website expedites receipt of the information.

Proposed new Article VIII Awards

Proposed to Read:
Outstanding Woman of the Year: A candidate may be nominated multiple times, a 
candidate may receive the award ONLY ONCE.

Reason for Addition: This award has been given to several members several times and there 
are many deserving members who are at a disadvantage when acquiring points. The Dream 
Home Project is weighing against the majority of membership. This award should be judged on 
chapter projects and not state projects. It is time we recognize the members from the entire 
state and not just the Front Range. This honor should be awarded only once.

This would require re-numbering of the bylaws.
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Article IX. Section 1 Finance

Presently Reads: Each year, each chapter shall send to the State Treasurer dues as follows:
$25.00 (Twenty-Five Dollars) per chapter plus $12.00 (Twelve Dollars) per 
active member.

Proposed to Read: Each year, each chapter shall send to the State Treasurer dues as 
follows: $30.00 (Thirty Dollars) per chapter plus $15.00 (Fifteen Dollars) per active members.

Reason for Change: We have not had a raise in dues for several years. The cost of 
everything continues to increase yearly with everything else. Our State Council is in desperate 
need of the funds.

COMMITTEES

Article X. Section 8

Presently Reads: An Audit Committee shall be appointed by the President. The committee 
shall consist of no less than three (3) members with a Lamplighter as Chairman, the outgoing 
Treasurer and incoming Treasurer. Duties shall include auditing the State Treasurer’s books to 
include the Golden Lamp’s general accounting books.

Proposed to Read:An Audit Committee shall consist of no less than three (3) members with a 
Lamplighter as Chairman, the outgoing Treasurer and incoming Treasurer. Duties shall include 
auditing the State Treasurer’s books to include the Golden Lamp’s general accounting books.

Reason for Change: Housekeeping: The Audit Committee is not appointed by the President; 
members are designated in the Bylaw.

Article X. Section 10

Presently Reads: A Guideline Committee shall be appointed by the President to review the 
Officer Guidelines every three (3) years, effective fall 2011.  Committee members shall include 
at a minimum; the President-Elect, Vice President, Parliamentarian, Senior Past President, and 
the Lamplighter serving on the By-Law Committee. The committee shall rewrite the guidelines 
with the date of revision, provide copies to the presiding President-Elect to update her Officer’s 
notebook, provide the revision to the current officer, and provide the update to the Web Team 
for posting on the Website.

Proposed to Read:A Guideline Committee shall review the Officer Guidelines every three (3) 
years, effective fall 2011. Committee members shall serve a three (3) year term; at a minimum 
the committee includes the President-Elect (as Chairman), Vice President, Parliamentarian, 
Senior Past President and the Lamplighter serving on the By-Law Committee. The committee 
shall rewrite the guidelines with the date of revision, provide copies to the presiding President-
Elect to update her Officer’s notebook, provide the revision to the current officer, and provide 
the update to the Web Team for posting on the Website.

Reason for Change:Housekeeping: The Guideline Committee is not appointed by the 
President; members are designated in the Bylaw. This establishes the Committee Chairman.
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VOTING

Article XII Section 4

Presently Reads: There will be no proxy voting at State Convention.

Proposed to Read: In accordance with IC International Bylaws, proxy voting by qualified 
delegates shall be allowed in the election of officers and other business at State Convention. 
Each chapter will have a proxy with the number of votes they are entitled to by virtue of their 
membership numbers. If the delegate of the chapter cannot attend State Convention, the proxy 
will be submitted and counted. The proxy form will be on the website and published in the 
Golden Lamp so as to be available to the membership.

Reason for Change: The membership is aging and some members cannot attend state 
meetings either for health reasons or financial reasons. If their dues are paid they are entitled to 
vote on Election of officers and any issues put before the Colorado State Council. By not 
allowing proxy votes you are disenfranchising the membership. Our State Council duty is to 
represent the entire membership of the state and not just the members who are able to attend 
state meetings.

Article XII Section 5 Election of Officers

Proposed Change: Insert new D to read: The results of the tally of votes shall be available to 
members who may seek the count.

Reason for Change: Housekeeping: The results of the vote fall under Election of Officers.

Article XII Section 6 Other Voting

Presently Reads: The quorum for voting on other items of business, other than elections and 
standing rule changes, shall be a majority of members present. The vote may be by voice vote,
show of hands or standing to be counted.

Proposed Addition: Definition of a Majority
Pursuant to Roberts Rules of Order, Chapter 5 – Voting:
   “If an organization’s bylaws state that a majority of those present must adopt a motion,
   the majority is figured by the number of members present, not by the number of those 
   voting . Here is an example:
A meeting has 20 members present.
A majority of those present is 11 votes. This number does not change, no matter how 
many members present vote and the following occurs: 10 members vote in the affirmative5 
members vote in the negative; 5 members do not vote (abstain)

The motion fails because 11 people must vote in favor of the motion to sustain a majority
of those present and adopt the motion”

In this example, those not voting are said to support the negative rather than remain neutral.

Reason for Addition: This by-law was passed without discussion of what constitutes a majority 
of the members present. This addition will clarify the issue for voting and any future issues.



STANDING RULE CHANGES

Standing Rule 7C

Presently Reads:  Vice President: one hundred percent (100%) of the registration to the 
State President’s Leadership Conference sponsored by ESA Headquarters.

Proposed to Read:  Eliminate C

Reason for Change:  This section should be eliminated as it was voted on and passed 28 to 
7 at fall 2014 Leadership to eliminate this expense from the state budget. This can be voted 
back in at a later date if the finances of the Colorado State Council improve in the future.

There is no verbiage as to “a second member may attend if the funds are available.”

This will require relettering of Rule #7. This also requires a guideline change.

To be deleted, as a motion was made, seconded and discussed not to send the Vice 
President to the Leadership Conference. The vote was 28 yes and 7 no. The motion passed.

Standing Rule 10

Presently Reads: Registration fees to the State Convention for the Executive Board and the 
IC Representative shall be paid by the due date as set by the convention city provided there 
are sufficient monies, in the general fund after all dues and officer expenses are paid.

Proposed to Read: Registration fees to the State Convention for the Colorado State 
President and the IC Representative shall be paid by the due date as set by the convention 
city.

Reason for Change: Current finances do no provide for the entire Executive Board to have 
their registration paid by the state. Membership is down and raising dues will only exacerbate 
the problem. We have a Fiduciary duty to our members to be good stewards of the state funds 
entrusted to us.

This issue should not deter anyone from running for state office.

JoAnn Singley
Colorado State Parliamentarian
2014-2015
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MARCH 14, 2015
9:00AM to 4:00PM
United Methodist Church
4425 Kipling
Wheatridge, CO

8:30AM to 9:30AM Coffee and Rolls
9:00AM – 9:30AM  Board meeting
9:30AM – 12:00N   General meeting
12:00N  – 1:00PM  Lunch
1:00PM – 4:00PM  General meeting

COST:  $35.00

Send Chapter name and list of attendees by March 1st to:  
Betty Ziska
10308 Melody Dr. 
Northglenn, CO 80260

One check per Chapter please payable to: Rita Martin

There will be a short meeting for those interested in helping with the
2016 IC Saturday night banquet after the board meeting.

SPRING BOARD

See you 
there !




